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By Frank Noschese, NBCT Physics Teacher
These are the results of the standards-based grading survey I gave my students last year. You’ll have to trust me that I didn’t
edit their responses. (The survey was optional because I couldn’t reward them with points for completing it. I had about a 50%
completion rate.)
STANDARDS-BASED GRADING SURVEY
Consider the grading system for the class: scores based on the learning goals, tracking progress over time, ability to
retest on goals, etc. What do you like/dislike about the grading system? Do you think it has had an impact on your
learning and understanding of physics? Give an example.
1. I think this form of grading system is one of the best forms out there. The learning goals are set and we know exactly
what we need to learn and get out of the topic before hand to make it easier to understand and much more organized.
Tracking progress over time is also really helpful because it allows our grade to still remain high if we improve on our
scores and knowledge as opposed to everything counting. The grading system allows students to have more success
overall.
2. What I enjoy about the new grading policy is how unique it is among most grading systems that teacher’s use in our
school. I indeed believe it helped me understand physics a lot better because it gave us the ability to understand where
exactly our flaws were in which needs improvement.
3. I like the grading system because I advance when I learn the material. I failed math two years in a row because the
teacher just moved on when I didn’t understand the material. In this class, when I don’t understand the material, I get a
chance to learn it, and I don’t wind up failing when I don’t understand one thing right away. I feel like I have learned a
lot more than I would have if the class was set up like most classes. I struggle with science and math a lot so I’m happy
that physics is going as smoothly as it is.
4. I like the fact that we are graded on understanding rather than on our ability to perform on tests. This system I feel is
much fairer to the students and it really helps to give an idea of where students are in their learning process.
5. I am very happy with the grading system for two reasons. A) it fosters success, and I believe that improves confidence.
B) Physics is not easy. I, and I believe most students, do not always get it the first time. Being able to be graded on what
we ultimately know improves my own stress-level, but by going over certain topics, I also get to know and understand
them better.
6. I like the grading system because it helps you know what learning goals you need to focus on, and in what areas you
need to study for the quiz. By putting them in those charts, we can also be aware of our progress at every point
throughout the quarter.
7. I like that the grades are based on your actual capacity and knowledge of physics, instead of on a point system. The Point
system just makes the class competitive while this structure makes it more about individual levels. I feel that even
though we have a bigger class, it is handled more efficiently. It is great to be able to retest on subjects, because learning
is supposed to be a progression. I definitely feel as though you can’t get left behind in this class, and things that I
would’ve given up are now things that I keep trying to understand.
8. The tracking over time process is good because it allows us to see an over time progression in our work. The ability to
retest on goals is also a plus because it gives us a longer period of time to really grasp the concept if we didn’t do so well
on the first test, which allows us to retain and learn the material more efficiently.
9. I like the grading system for the class because we are graded on whether or not we know physics, not whether or not we
can take a test. I think it has increased my understanding of physics because in most classes, you take a test and you get a
grade and forget about the topic. With the chance to retest, I continue with the topic until I fully understand it.
10. I really like the grading system for this class. Unlike every other class it gives students a chance to improve. Many times
in the beginning of a course I don’t understand that material and don’t do that well on the test, and that grade ends up
sticking with me forever.
11. I do like the grading system. It gives the opportunity to learn, and not be concerned with a grade.
12. It motivates me to learn physics because I can improve at my own pace instead of reaching deadlines in the form of large
tests/quizzes.
13. I think that learning goals are a good way to grade. It gives students an opportunity to learn for the sake of learning
rather than concentrating on points. I find it easier to learn physics with learning goals because it allows me to connect
concepts to application problems.

14. I also like the process of grading because it is easier to understand what you need to work on, relating to the different
skills. I believe that it has had a positive impact on my learning, but sometimes my understanding gets clouded because I
don’t connect all the skills together, but I rather view them as individual skills. I think I need to connect the skills under
one main skill and that would better my understanding of a certain topic. I really like the grading system and it is less
stressful than other grading systems.
15. I like how we are able to retest skills after we learn what our mistakes were on previous exams so we can properly learn
from our mistakes. The system is also more useful in the aspect that it grades individual skills in a topic. With other
grade systems, you get one grade that summarizes your entire knowledge of a topic, but not each skill that goes into it. A
student that gets a 60 on a parabola test may be able to graph the parabola, but has trouble making the equation for one,
thus, the grade may not truly reflect their skill in the topic.
16. I like the grading system because it forces you to learn the material and you can get as many chances as you want to get
it right
17. i really like this grading system because it allows us students to grasp and understand the different concepts. i also like
how if we dont feel prepaired to take a quiz we dont have to, or if we do poorly on a quiz we can redo it and get a better
grade.
18. I like that it gives us the ability to fully undestand something before we move onto a new topic. The only thing i really
disklike about it is the line that differs a 3 or a 4. I think it does have an impact because everything in physics is conected
so learning something fully helps us later in the units.
19. I like this grading system because it allows the students to really understand the concepts. If we do not feel prepared to
take a quiz then we don’t have to take it on the exact day it is planned for. Although I have only taken advantage of the
abilty to retest once, I think it is very helpful because sometimes it takes a little longer for something to click for
different people. I like the fact that you let us talk to you about our grade. That is very helpful.
20. I definetly like the grading system for this class. I think my ability to retest on topics ive done poorly on really helps me
to understand material. I also like how we are graded through our understanding of topics rather than points.
21. i like this grading system. It lets us be graded on what we know at the end of the unit and not at the begining.
22. I’m in full support of the grading system. It allows me to focus on actually learning the topic, instead of worrying about a
quiz grade. I know that as long as I understand the unit, I can ultimately get the grade I feel I deserve.
23. The grading system is my favorite part of this class, and why I am very seriously considering taking AP-C next year.
Knowing that a quarter grade cannot be jeapordized by a poor single quiz relieves a level of stress that, in normal classes,
would distract from the learning process.
24. I like the grading system because it focuses on our understanding of the material rather than simply a number grade.
25. I like the grading system for this class. I used to not like it, but I think it has been more beneficial to me in the long run. I
just think that it should be more of a trend. For an example, you said that if you got a 1 then a 4, then it would be
progress, but it seems like your just averaging them. And also, I don’t like how I need to retake an entire quiz if I only
did bad on one learning goal.
26. I really like the grading system and I think it is beneficial in that it greatly betters the learning environment. There is not
as much pressure to perform and understand the material for big tests and people can simply learn at their own rates. I
really like the ability to retest on goals because this way if you understand the material, even after the initial quiz, you
can retest and prove your understanding for a better grade.
27. I like the grading system for the most part. It makes me feel like i am being tested on my knowledge of a subject not just
the memorization of facts.
28. we can retake tests so we arte tested on knowing the stuff and it doesn’t matter when we know it.
29. I like that we take things slowly and have the opportunity to retake quizzes / that you grade based on a comprehensive
understanding. I think that it allows everyone, including myself, to learn in a less stressful environment which is overall
conducive to and supportive of my learning style.
30. I like the grading system very much it gives us the oppertunity to perform well later. Its good that we can retake the
quiz’s because this might be beneficial to us if we do bad the first time.
31. I like that we can have many chances to improve our grades and the end result is what counts the most, giving you room
to improve. I don’t like that homework doesn’t count because I think that it could really improve my grade.

